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Former President Donald Trump comments to members of the media after being found guilty
on 34 felony countsat Manhattan Criminal Court on May 30 in New York

Trump’s post-conviction defenders forget the rule of law

Several years o | was asked to represent a
promiinent Republican clected official who had
found hersedfin the crosshairs ofa Democrat coun
tyattorney: She was seeking re-election to her of
fioeand was indicted by the county attomey for the
aallesdd misuse of public funds. The timing of the in
dictment, comments made by the county attormey
and the questionable chans = all kead us all to con
clude that this was nothing but a politics
tion. The
tion — tox

WO
wanges had been filed close to the dec
late: for the Republicans to get another
indidate on the hallot, The prosecutor was over
heard saving 1 don't need to convict her; Tonly
need to indicther” And the charges themselves
and not well investigated.
warys fielt this was a political prosecution
1o kexp the Republican from winning re-clection
and to put & Democrat in her place. Our client re
fussex] 1o 2l the prosecution political and refused
toallow othurs to do so either. Even state Repub
lican keaders refrained from jumping into the fray
and calling out the county attormey

On May 30, former President Donald Trump
icted by a jury of 12 in the state of New
York of 34 counts of felony ilsifving business e
onds.

Ithas been disoorrging for me to nead the com:-
ments of some local dected officials who have
made wrong-minded comments about the recent
Trumyp prosccition. It been especially disappoint
ing to read comments from local politicians who
are kwyers

Sen. Mike Lee, who by all accounts was once
ahighly skilled lawyer. called it “1 political prose

Jon to help Joe Biden” Lee went on t mark,
T don't respect the verdict. Nor should anyone:
Utath Rep. Cedeste Maloy, another prominent kw
ver.said, “The justice system was weaponized in

Vote for the felon! He'l ensure no criminals cross the border
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1t's a witch hunt (always populan)
The whole thing was rigged (again)!
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Abravanel Hall is home

Abravamel Hall is one of the acoustically best
and most beatiful hall in the workl. It isa mon-
ument to what can happen when there is shared
purpose and appreciation of cultural values, as
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Guns To Gardens event

Utah is consistently one of the top fifteen
states in the nation for its suicide rates. A 2018
wrd study commissioned by the Utah Leg-
ure concluded that high gun ownership
mmnhm. s 10 our higher suicide rate

slature has had several

4 of durable safe

s th Jy reducing gun

and other types of gun violence in other

states. they have vet to do so, While we wait, the
lives of friends and family are neediessly

ns To Gardens is a nationai movement

kes 4 novel approach to suicide preven-

ring that unwanted, unused guns

are kept out of unsafe hands. During the first

two weekends in June, religious communities,

groups, and police departments nation-

will host these events. Gun owners will

voluntarily bring guns they no longer want,

wide

need, or use to be dismantled according to ATF
specifications.
Once th

guns are disarmed, the parts will
ed to blacksmiths working with
» forge the pieces into garden tools
ind other useful nanviclent items, This echoes
the biblical call to peacemaking from Isaiah,
“and they shall beat their swords into plough-
shares and their spears into pruning hooks.

Utah's Guns To Gardens event will be Sat-
urday, June 8, from 1-4 p.m. at First Baptist
Church of Salt Lake City. If you have a gun, you
1o Jonger want or need or know sameone who
does, please use this opportunity to make sure
that it's not the canse of a tragedy for your fam-
ily or someone else’s

Nancy Farrar Halden
Gun Violence Prevention Center of Utah
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